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The Empty Chair: Finding Hope and Joy, Timeless
Wisdom from a Hasidic
Master, Rebbe Nachman of
Breslov (Jewish Lights Publishing, 1994), pp. 128,
$9.95.
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One of the great spiritual
seekers, Rebbe: Nachman of
Timeless Wisdom from a Hasidk
Master
l
Breslov
is among
the most
Rebbe Nachman of Breslov
quoted of the Hasidic masters. He was only thirtyeight years old when he passed away in 1810. Yet
even after two centuries, his teachings have a potent
meaningful message that still hits at the heart of
common and uncommon sorrows and questions.
In these pages, his powerful wisdom brings inspiration for life today. This is a treasury of insights
and advice for living joyously and spiritually, for
people of all faiths and no faith, for the young and
the old and the between—for all of us.
"Never despair! Never!
It is forbidden to give up hope."
Mother of the Wire
Fence: Inside and Outside
the Holocaust, by Karl A.
Plank (Westminster John
Knox Press, 1994), pp. 169,
$16.99.
Is it possible to empathize fully with the victims
of the Holocaust? Can
those who approach the
Holocaust in the aftermath
ever know it in a way that
does not trivialize its horror? With what language
can we speak of such an event without at the same
time betraying its meaning? In this powerful book,
Karl Plank takes a hard look at these questions as he
explores the boundaries that lie between those outside and those inside the experience of the Holocaust.
Mother of the Wire Fence tries to bridge inside and
outside as it studies the power of poetry, artifact,
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memory, and religious symbol to respond to the
Holocaust's shattering of human connection. This
bridge is essential so that we avoid giving a posthumous victory to the oppressors by silencing its victims forever.
Karl A. Plank is Associate Professor of Religion
at Davidson College in Davidson, North Carolina.
He is a published poet and the recipient of the 1993
Thomas H. Carter Prize for Non-Fiction Prose.
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Pedagogy of Hope: Reliving Pedagogy of the Oppressed, by Paulo Freire
(The Continuum Publishing Company, 1994), pp.
240, $22.95.

With Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Paulo Freire established his place in the uni^
versal history of education.
O
This eagerly awaited Pedagogy of Hope represents a
chronicle and synthesis of
the ongoing social struggles of Latin America and the
Third World since the landmark publication, nearly
twenty-five years ago, of Pedagogy of the Oppressed.
With the present Pedagogy of Hope, Freire once
again explores his best-known analytical themes—
with even deeper understanding and a greater wisdom. Certainly, all of these themes have to be analyzed as elements of a body of critical, liberationist
pedagogy. In the present book, we come to understand the author's pedagogical thinking even better,
through the critical seriousness, humanistic objectivity, and engaged subjectivity which, in all of
Freire's books, are always wedded to a unique creative innovativeness.
Pedagogy of Hope is a testimonial to the inner vitality of generations that have not prospered, and to
the often silent, generous strength of millions who
refuse to let hope be extinguished: people throughout the world who have been empowered by Pedagogy of the Oppressed and all of Paulo Freire's writings. Pedagogy of Hope will stimulate anew the
thought of educators and citizens everywhere.
April 1995/ SHABBAT SHALOM
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